Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 203862 

64 

ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SS-15 SCCT-01 SY-05 USSS-00 EB-07 

FAA-00 DOTE-OO SCA-01 IO-13 SAM-01 JUSE-00 SSO-OO 

NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 /091 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/SE:RRDELABARRE/AD 

APPROVED BY P - PCHABIB 

S/CCT :RPMYERS 

NEA:AATHERTON 

EUR/SE:NCLEDSKY 

NEA/IAFMSTERNBERG (SUBST.) 

S/S:MR ORTIZ 

014817 

OR 162342ZAUG 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ANKARA IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 
AMCONSUL ADANA 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 203862 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ASEC, TU 

SUBJECT:EXTRADITION OF ISTANBUL AIRPORT TERRORISTS 

REF: ANKARA 6273 

1 . DEPT WELCOMES YOUR TIMELY INITIATIVE IN APPROACHING MFA 
SECGEN ELEKDAG AUGUST 16 ON POSSIBLE EXTRADITION OF ISTANBUL 
AIRPORT TERRORISTS. 
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2. YOU SHOULD CONFIRM TO ELEKDAG THAT THE USG ATTACHES 
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HIGHEST IMPORTANCE TO THE VIGOROUS PROSECUTION OF TERRORISTS 
UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE IN WHICH TERRORIST ACTS ARE COM- 
MITTED. YOU SHOULD ALSO TELL ELEKDAG THAT, NOTWITHSTANDING 
INTERIOR MINISTER ASILTURK'S QUOTED STATEMENTS, WE WOULD EX- 
PECT TURKEY TO MAINTAIN ITS PAST POLICY OF DEALING FIRMLY 
WITH TERRORISTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH TURKISH LAW. YOU MAY ALSO 
WISH TO REITERATE AS USG CONCERNS THE FOLLOWING USEFUL POINTS 
REPORTED PARA 2 REFTEL: 

-A. EXTRADITION OF THE TERRORISTS WOULD SERVE NOTICE TO 
OTHER TERRORISTS THAT ACTS OF VIOLENCE MIGHT BE COMMITTED IN 
TURKEY WITH IMPUNITY. 

-B. FAILURE BY TURKEY TO PROSECUTE THESE TERRORISTS 
WOULD STRIKE A DISTINCT BLOW AGAINST THE WORLD-WIDE 
EFFORT TO COMBAT TERRORISM. 

-C. SUCH ACTION BY TURKEY WOULD BE REFLECTED ADVERSELY 
IN U.S. PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL OPINION, WHICH IS 
SERIOUSLY CONCERNED WITH TERRORIST EXCESSES. 

3. FYI: ALTHOUGH WE RECOGNIZE TURKISH SENSITIVITY TO 
ANY OTUSIDE ATTEMPT TO INFLUENCE THE COURSE OF TURKISH 
JUSTICE, POSSIBILITY OF EXTRADITION POSES SUCH SERIOUS 
PROBLEMS FOR US THAT WE WOULD WANT TO CONSIDER STRONG 
DEMARCHE IN ANKARA COUPLED WITH PARALLEL APPROACH TO 
TURKISH AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON SHOULD YOUR FOLLOW-UP 
WITH ELEKDAG INDICATE THAT GOT SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING 
EXTRADITION. END FYI KISSINGER 
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